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Back AWAY From the Drawing Board! 

There is a monastery close to where I live and from 
time to time I have visited the monks there.  These are 
experienced Benedictines, most of whom are life 
professed which means that they have been in the 
religious life a long time.  Yet despite them knowing 
what it is to be monks, knowing how to be monks and 
obviously BEING monks, they chuckle when they tell 
of how many visitors to the monastery who don’t know 
what it is to be a monk, or how to be a monk and who, 
despite not being monks, consistently tell them what 
they think the monks should be doing! 

What is it with our culture that somehow assumes 
that despite inadequate training or experience we can 
opine about anything with grandiosity?  My doctor 
was telling me of a similar problem in her profession. 
“Patients enter my consulting rooms,” she said, “armed 
with a file of Googled results.  They sit down and 
instead of telling me their symptoms, they proceed to 
tell me the diagnosis of their condition and what 
medication they want me to prescribe!” I could 
sympathize with my doctor because as a priest I have 
had to put up with other’s “expert” opinions about 
religion for most of my ministry.  My studies and 
qualifications aren’t worth a hill of beans because 
everyone is an expert. 

You will therefore understand why I take such delight 
in the Father’s put down of the disciple’s great opinions 
and plans for what should be happening on the Mount 
of Transfiguration. Their best laid plans of “Let’s build 
three booths up here and …”  is cut short by The Voice 
that thunders, “This is my beloved Son, LISTEN TO 
HIM” 

Now here is something the disciples, and the church 
they founded, is not good at. We are unable to really 
listen to Jesus.  Could it be that, our five year plans, 
mission strategies and files of Googled answers deafen 
us to what Jesus is really saying to the church? 

Am I being too provocative when I suggest that maybe 
the church has been booth building for twenty centuries 
too long? The record of that moment of transfiguration 
seems to suggest that Jesus’ desire will most often be 

contrary to our plans.  The disciples want to build booths 
and Jesus says, “Get up, stop being afraid, let’s go!” 

If we read on in the seventeenth chapter of Matthew, we 
discover that at the foot of the mountain a desperate father 
is waiting with a suffering son.  There is no time for 
building booths nor basilicas. “Get up, don’t be afraid let’s 
go”  It seems that the glory of God shines on Jesus to get 
him ready for Golgotha, or a least to heal a suffering boy in 
the foothills of transfiguration. 

Could the same be true for our worship Sunday by 
Sunday?  Do we hear the Father’s acclamation that we are 

God’s children as a reason to 
bask in a booth, or as the 
inspiration to , “Get up, stop 
being afraid,”  and to go down 
to the suffering of humanity 
and our personal crosses that 
wait? 

“I’ll be right with you Jesus! 

I’m just rolling up this 
blueprint and the five year 
plan! 

We might still want to build 
something someday.“ 
 

Peter Woods, The Listening Heart 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God, I want to be open to change. 
I want to be open to allowing 
Your Spirit 
to seep in to all of the cracks 
and crevices of my life 
and direct my steps 
and inspire my actions 
and redirect my ugliness 
and empower me to be  
the beacon of Light 
You have created me to be. 
Amen.  
 

From Grounded and Rooted in Love, Laura Norvell 
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Thoughts, readings and reflections based on this week’s lectionary readings 
 

March 2, 2014  
Transfiguration, Final Epiphany, Year A 

 

The readings this week: 
◦ Exodus 24:12-18 ◦ Psalm 2 or Psalm 99 
◦ 2 Peter 1:16-21 ◦ Matthew 17:1-9 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=22
http://thelisteninghermit.com/2011/02/25/back-away-from-the-drawing-board/
http://kcchurch.typepad.com/blog/2011/03/transfiguration-sunday-year-a.html


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Exodus 24:12-18 
 

What is the purpose of this mountaintop meeting 
with God?  God showed his glory to Israel (24:15-

18). In what ways have you seen God display his 
glory in your life?  Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity 

Press 
 
              ____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 99 

This psalm speaks of the Lord in different ways a 
total of seven times. (Seven is a symbol of 
completeness.) What aspects or characteristics of this 
complete Lord does the psalmist affirm?  Study the 
verbs. How do or should others respond in relation to 
the exalted Lord?  Out of reverence for God's 
unapproachable holiness, the people went through 
intermediaries to God. Priests such as Moses, Aaron 
and Samuel were the go-betweens (v. 6). How did 
God speak with them (vv. 6-8)?  God is terribly 
awesome and holy, forgiving and punishing. What 
does that say about the casual God-is-my-buddy 
approach or the presumptuous God-is-my-bellhop 
approach we often take in worship and prayer?  What 
does God expect you to do in response to his holy 
character and righteous decrees?  This psalm invites 
us to tremble, praise, exalt and worship this Lord. 
How do you do that each day?  Quiet Time Bible Study, 
InterVarsity Press 
 

____3rd Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21 

What difference would it make to those who knew 
Peter that his teachings about Jesus came from an 
"eyewitness of his majesty" (v. 16)?  What do verses 
19-21 show about the origin and purpose of 
Scripture?  What do you hope will be your own 
feelings when you approach death?  What could you 
be doing during your lifetime to build toward a 
"good death"?  Peter did not want his readers to be so 
dependent on him that their faith would fall apart 
after his death. Who would you like to influence with 
your faith in your lifetime, and how can you best go 
about it? Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 
 ____4th Reading: Matthew 17:1-9 

 

What would the disciples learn about Jesus by his 
transformed appearance, his conversation with 
Moses and Elijah, and the voice from heaven (17:1-
8)?  How might this help resolve their confusion 
about Jesus' impending death? As a result of their 
powerlessness, what do the disciples learn about 
faith?  Has following Jesus ever produced times of 
confusion for you? How?  We don't always 
understand life from a heavenly perspective. How 
can this passage reorient your thinking?  Quiet Time 
Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 

Go Tell it From the Mountain 
 
It is "Transfiguration Sunday" on the liturgical 
calendar - a time when Christians reflect on the 
visible revelation of Jesus Christ in his lifetime 
before his disciples Peter, James and John -- Jesus 
bathed in glittering light, standing alongside Moses, 
the Lawbearer and Elijah the Prophet as if he were a 
completion of the two kinds of Godly revelation - 
the law and the prophets - all in one human divine 
package. Then clouds gather and a voice emerges, 
"This is my Son, the beloved..." It is the Sunday that 
precedes Ash Wednesday and the Descent into 40 
days of Lent, a time of reflection, of penance, of 
awareness of our humanity, our mortality, our 
sinfulness and our fellowship in that space with 
every other human on the planet.  
 
But if the journey begins today, it begins in the light 
of God's revelation to the disciples on that 
mountainside. And the disciples weren't invited or 
encouraged to stay there in the light...instead, Jesus 
sent them back down the mountain to face a lot of 
hard work, travel, dusty feet, persecution, criticism 
and self-doubt. In our artful imagination, we are 
guessing that these disciples needed to face all of 
what was coming to even begin to understand what 
they experienced on that mountain. We are so like 
that...we can't see the gift that life is sometimes 
except from the depths of pain or unbelievable 
mistakes...and it is that realization that drags us out 
of that low place and back to the mountain. 
 
Our texts for this week all tell a story of revelation - 
of God showing God's self to God's creation. Each 
revelation, like a creed, is a reminder of who God is. 
 
From Grounded and Rooted in Love, Laura Norvell 

"Transfiguration" by Brazilian artist Socrates Magno Torres  
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